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Lincoln’s Marxists


Red Republicans and Lincoln’s Marxists: Marxism in the Civil War, Walter D. Kennedy and Al Benson, Jr., iUniverse Press, Lincoln,


Nebraska, 2007. 191 pages, illustrations, six appendices, notes, bibliography, index. $31.95 clothbound. ISBN: 978-0-595-69081-7


by David S. Reif


1 April  2008, Fruitland Park, Florida


Beginning in the mid-1990’s I gave a number of talks about Southern history. Part of my monologue was devoted to the role


of the 48ers: those veterans of the 1848 Marxist uprisings in Europe, and how they effected the politics of Missouri during the


War Between the States (WBTS). I spoke about Karl Marx, Joseph Weydemeyer, Franz Sigel, and Carl Schurz, among others,


who supported the Lincoln Administration. The discussion of domestic Marxism associated with the iconic Abraham Lincoln


made people uneasy. Immigrant socialist revolutionaries in St. Louis formed the core of Union support and were dedicated


voters casting their ballots for Lincoln in the two Missouri counties that he won. The story about Missouri Governor Claiborne


Jackson’s victory at the Battle of Carthage defeating a Marxist cadre (Franz Sigel’s command) was unknown to most folks.


Reminding my audience that Carl Schurz, the Reconstruction Senator from Missouri, was the only admitted Marxist to serve in


the Senate was a shock to many. Any discussion about the role of revolutionary socialism and the WBTS made people very


uneasy.


Now 10 years later, through the Grace of God and the dedicated work of veteran writers Walter (Donnie) Kennedy and Al


Benson, Jr., the story of how Marx, his acolytes, and the Lincoln administration conspired to destroy the Constitution of the


Founders and skew America toward atheism, socialism, and worse, is available to anyone who will read this important book.


Today the information in this work will no longer make people uneasy; it will make them angry. Amazon.com says this about


the book:


Was Abraham Lincoln influenced by communism when the Union condemned the rights of Southern states to express their


independence? It’s shocking to think so. But that’s precisely what Walter D. Kennedy and Al Benson Jr. assert in Red


Republicans and Lincoln’s Marxists. The pair completely reassess this tumultuous time in American history, exposing the


“politically correct” view of the War for Southern Independence as nothing less than the same observation announced by Marx


himself. During the American Civil War, Marx wrote about his support of the Union Army, the Republican Party, and Lincoln


himself. In fact, he named the president as “the single-minded son of the working class.” In addition to shedding light on this


little-known part of our history, Kennedy and Benson also ask pertinent questions about the validity of today’s federal


government and why its role seems so much larger than the liberty found in the states it represents. Red Republicans and


Lincoln’s Marxists is a bold undertaking, but it’s one that needs our immediate and absolute attention.


Within its fifteen chapters and six appendices the authors give us a


wealth of information that has been hidden in scholarly journals and


insider left-wing history books and exposes this occult record of


socialism in America to the light of day. Although much of what the


authors reveal has been known for decades, the Establishment has


chosen to keep these facts about the Left under wraps. Cloaking


information in misdirections such as calling Marxists German


democrats, liberals, progressives, freedom-fighters, and other


obfuscations. Historians and similar surrogates for the dominant culture


have sought to hide the role of socialism from the public. The authors


take on a number of misconceptions and sacred cows of the Left and


courageously reassess the record.


We are treated to a concise but adequate discussion of the chronology


of anti-Constitutional thinking leaking into the American venue by a variety of European socialists. Prior to the major push of


socialist and materialist thought which started in the 1850s, we find that the ground had already been plowed by several


groups which were interested in reversing Christian thought from which the concept in free will had arisen. We see new light


shed on Leftists icons like The Shakers, the Oneida Community, Owenites, Fourierist, and other proto-Marxist influences.


These vanguard groups tested the waters of the new American nation with utopian experiments which would provide fertile


ground for later revolutionary materialists to plant the seeds of Marxism and other aggressive forms of socialism that would


flourish in the twentieth century.


The term Red Republican is something the contemporary Republican Party wants people to forget. They would like people to


believe that they are for small government, not mentioning that through Abe Lincoln a whole gaggle of socialists populated


the original Republican ranks. The socialist takeover of the Democrat party is well known so they are completely onboard with


the Red Republican legacy. That combination makes for an atmosphere of total silence on this subject among the political


elites.


However Lincoln is the father of both modern parties. Through the transformative miracle of big government, our political


parties are both the bastard children of Lincoln and his consort Karl Marx. It is in their universal faith in the goodness of big


government that we find common ground between these two lovers and the bacillus of big government centralism is the result


of this marriage. The infection is with us to this day.


The authors introduce us to the main players of the Red Republicans who inferred themselves into the American political


system as a power-drunk Abraham Lincoln allowed one after another member of the Marxist Revolution of 1848 to enter the


Union Army, to gain access to the levers of power, and to penetrate the President’s administration to the heart. Beginning on


page 109 we find that General Franz Sigel and General Joseph Weydemeyer were trusted allies and active military men who


commanded Union troops in the field. General Carl Schurz was not only a field commander but an advisor to King Abraham


himself. Schurz would become a political leader, founding the Red Republicans, and was the Secretary of the Interior. He was


the unelected Reconstruction Senator from Missouri until the Southerners got back the right to vote and ran him out of office
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legitimately electing distinguished Confederate General Francis Cockrell to the Senate for five terms; purging for a time the


stench lingering behind.


Although not alone, Sigel, Weydemeyer, and Schurz were all friends and correspondents of the notorious Karl Marx, who


actively inveigled and schemed for a Union victory, seeing the North as the inevitable evolutionary progression towards the


Worker’s Utopia of perpetual socialism. Destroying the Confederacy was the fulfillment of his prophecy that the Old Order


would collapse of its own volition. Never mind that Marx would send money and military aid to his operatives in the North to


aid evolution.


On page 130 we find out that Lincoln operative Charles Dana, and publisher Horace Greeley, hired Marx, and from his position


as a paid reporter for the New York press establishment he would influence the course of the War any way he could. Marx


would be the writer who began the mythology that the WBTS was a war against slavery. Parroted by W. E. B. Dubois and


others, the spin doctoring of Karl Marx, who claimed the “war was to end the slaveocracy” of the South, is now thought to be


metaphysical truth. It has become the historical excuse to destroy a people and their culture and is now a complete catechism


to the Left today, who cannot retell history without this building block.


Even though slavery is endemic to every Communist regime, Leftists love to spew Marxian platitudes about freeing slaves


from the plush safety of their Ivory Towers. Using the terms worker’s brigades, re-education camps, and volunteer-labor


projects, Marxists have used slavery for every conceivable purpose. Stalin, Mao, and Castro preferred to create a class of


political criminals, jail them, enslave them in camps, and work them to death. Despite their high-minded sophistry, such is the


Left’s legacy regarding slavery.


The book follows a parade of Marxists and other socialists. From the WBTS to the present both the prominent and the hidden


Leftists are plucked from American history and clinically examined by the authors of Red Republicans. With the hot light of


truth turned on them, these socialist pests skitter through our past laying eggs that hatch in our present. From the so-called


“feminist movement,” past the invasion of labor organizations, into the Bellamys’ “Christian Socialism,” and the writing of the


Pledge of Allegiance by a Marxist who inserted the word “indivisible” as a slap to the South, Kennedy and Benson treat us to a


banquet of crucial facts.


Although the book is very good, it is not without minor problems. Perhaps a fuller elucidation of European socialism in the


nineteenth century might have been helpful. In the discussion of anarchist Michael Bakunin, the impression is left that Bakunin


was an ally of Marx. The two were rivals, and noting that socialists, communists, and anarchists fought each other in Europe


over doctrine might prove helpful to understanding the present. Noting that Bakunin at one time admired the anti-statism of


the South but was brought to heel by Marx, who forced Bakunin to accept that slavery was the raison d’être for the War, is a


point that the authors might have explored. Unfortunately for Bakunin, showing himself to be a vassal to European socialist


opinion and not a leader helped to undo him.


Tying Hitler closer to the socialist movement would also have been useful. Although Hitler was not a doctrinaire Marxist, he


was nevertheless a socialist as his movement the National Socialist Party (Nazi) suggests. Although German Marxists initially


supported the Fuehrer, Hitler came out of other European socialist traditions: the so-called “soft socialism” of the economist


Von Schmoller for instance. But he did admire Marx and his fascination with strong central government: an obsession that


Hitler, Marx, and Lincoln shared. That central fact is not missed by the authors. Perhaps an investigation into what effect the


48ers had on the United States military would have been illuminating as well. At its center the major players of Marxism in the


WBTS were military men.


It is interesting to note that the United States officer corps split about evenly over the War. Understandably confused, some


chose the new statism of Lincoln and some chose the Constitution, siding with the South. In the next major crisis, the military


will have to choose among the State, the Constitution, and the Empire. Remembering that Marxists believe in the inevitable


victory of an international Communist society, it is not so far fetched to opine that the legacy of Carl Schurz and company is


the triumph of a global socialist empire. One can only wonder what the officers and enlisted personnel of the U. S. military


will do next time.


These and a few other omissions are a trifle compared to the importance of Red Republicans. It is a well written reference


book which is very readable. Its vocabulary is friendly to anyone. Furthermore, those independent scholars of sententia


meridiana or students of liberty will cherish this volume. Readers can place this book next to the Southern Agrarian


masterpiece I’ll Take My Stand, Thomas DiLorenzo’s The Real Lincoln, and Donald Gilmore’s The Civil War on the


Missouri/Kansas Border, in recognizing the importance of this work.


Red Republicans is also an operational tool that will smash the illusions woven by the omnipresent Left, and it will incite the


public to reclaim the truth of their past.
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April is Confederate History Month in Dixie


by Calvin E. Johnson, Jr.,
1 April 2008


Is American history still taught in our schools? Do young people know about men like Father Emmeran Bliemel, 
O.S.B., the first American Chaplain to die on the battlefield? Bliemel was killed during the War Between the 
States Battle of Jonesboro, Georgia, on August 31, 1864. As Chaplain of the 10th Tennessee Regiment, Bliemel 
courageously and unselfishly ministered to the spiritual needs of his Confederate Comrades, both under and behind 
the lines. 


Let me tell you about the heroes of the South who are affectionately remembered during Confederate History 
and Heritage Month in April. Proclamations will be signed by Governors, Mayors, and County Commissioners. 
Governor Sonny Perdue of Georgia has issued a proclamation declaring April 2008 as Confederate History Month. 
The proclamation specically recognizes and honors Bill Yopp, a Black Confederate from Laurens County, Georgia. 
Descendants of Bill Yopp were present at the signing ceremony.


Let us all remember women like Lizzie Rutherford, of Columbus, Georgia, who, on a cold day in January, worked 
to clean the graves of Confederate soldiers. She, along with the Ladies Memorial Association of Columbus, led in 
efforts to take care of soldiers’ graves and get Confederate Memorial Day recognized throughout the South.


A monument marks the graves of Jewish Confederate soldiers buried at Hollywood Cemetery in Richmond, 
Virginia, with these words inscribed: 


Shemang Yisroel, Adonoy Elohainoo, Adonoy Achod! Hear, O Israel in blessed and eternal memory, 
of the South’s sons and daughters of Abraham, upon the battlefields and home fronts in Dixie’s Land, 
They gave all to the cause of the Confederacy.


History is alive at Historic Arlington National Cemetery! There are 245,000 servicemen and women, including 
their families, buried at Arlington. Arlington National Cemetery is located in the shadow of the Custis-Lee 
Mansion Arlington House that was home to General Robert E. Lee and his family until the beginning of the War 
Between the States.


In 1864, Union soldiers were first buried here and by the end of the war in 1865, the number rose to 16,000. 
The Union burial site at Arlington National Cemetery is located at section 13. Arlington is also the burial site of 
President John F. Kennedy, General Jonathan M. Wainwright, and the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. Arlington is 
also the burial place of men who fought for the Confederacy that is located in section 16.


In 1898, United States President William McKinley, who was a former Union soldier, spoke in Atlanta, Georgia, 
and said, “In the spirit of Fraternity it was time for the North to share in the care of graves of former Confederate 
soldiers.” In consequence to his speech, by act of the United States Congress, a portion of Arlington National 
Cemetery was set aside for the burial of Confederate soldiers. At this time 267 Confederate remains from near 
Washington, D.C. were removed and re-interred at this new site.
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In 1906, the United Daughters of the Confederacy asked permission from William Howard Taft to erect a 
monument to the South’s soldiers. Taft was at the time serving as the United States Secretary of War and was in 
charge of the National Cemeteries.


With permission, the Arlington Confederate Memorial Association was formed and the United Daughters of 
the Confederacy were given authority to oversee work on the monument. An agreement and contract was made 
with Sir Moses Jacob Ezekiel who was a Jewish Confederate Veteran by the record of his service at the Battle of 
New Market while he was a Cadet at Virginia Military Institute. On June 4, 1914, the Arlington Monument was 
unveiled to a crowd of thousands that included both former Confederate and Union soldiers.


This memorial event was presided over by President Woodrow Wilson, and the people applauded the stirring 
speeches given by General Bennett H. Young, Commander-In-Chief of the United Confederate Veterans, General 
Washington Gardner, Commander-In-Chief of the Grand Army of the Republic, and Colonel Robert E. Lee—the 
grandson of General Robert E. Lee.


The Confederate Monument unveiling was concluded by a 21 gun salute and the Arlington Monument was 
officially given to the United Daughters of the Confederacy. The UDC gave it back to the United States War 
Department for keeping and it was accepted by President Woodrow Wilson who said: “I am not so happy as proud 
to participate in this capacity on such an occasion; proud that I represent such a people.”


The Sons of Confederate Veterans have proudly proclaimed 2008 as the Year of Davis. Activities commemorating 
the 200th birthday of Jefferson Davis will include the reopening of Beauvoir, the last home to Davis and family, on 
3 June 2008.


Go to: www.confederateheritagemonth.com for events and stories about Confederate History Month.


Lest we Forget!


You are the Divine Church.
About the Author


Calvin E. Johnson, Jr., is Chairman of the Confederate History Month Committee for the 
Georgia Division Sons of Confederate Veterans (www.confederateheritagemonth.com) and a 
member of the SCV National Public and Media Relations Committee


1064 West Mill Drive Kennesaw, Georgia 30152, 770-428-0978
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The Southern Bride


by Pastor Ken Harris
1 April 2008


You are the song in Solomon’s Heart.


You are the mystery within the Ark.


You baffle scientists and poets alike.


You are the force that rules the night.


You are the spark that set the stars ablaze.


I can see the Holy Spirit 


	 in your magnificent gaze.


Like an eagle high upon a mountain perched,


	 You are majesty 


You are the Divine Church.


About the Author


A native of Louisiana, Pastor Harris lives in California.  He is stricken with advanced diabetes and nearly 
blind. He believes in a mystery tribe of Africans, American Indians, and Celts whose spirit emanates from 
the Old South and is the future of Christendom.  He continues to speak out against the duel perils of 
materialism and Islam which threaten the Black Church in America, but his message is universal.
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The Only Thing That Matters
The Leaven Community, Part 2 (from The Christian Life)


by Franklin Sanders 
1 April 2008, originally published on The Moneychanger


But Martha was cumbered about much serving, and came to him, and said, Lord, dost thou not care that my sister hath left me to serve alone? 
Bid her therefore that she help me. And Jesus answered and said unto her, Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled about many things: But 
one thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen that good part, which shall not be taken away from her. (Luke 10:40-42) 


But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you. (Matthew 6:33)


In the first article about the Leaven Community last month I lacked room to describe more fully what I find 
disastrous in modern industrial society (“modernity,” for short). This month I want to describe for you a disease that 
flourishes in that society, one of the “disasters” I want to escape. 


To begin with, no fruit is worse than really good fruit gone rotten. The perversion of virtue is worse than mere 
vice. In modern America what draws in most men so tightly, and ravages them the worst, is a perversion of the 
Protestant work ethic. I call it “The Only Thing That Matters.” 


A Case In Point


Recently I was talking to a good friend who was obviously downcast. What’s the matter, I asked? Something 
I’ve never told anyone before, he answered. It happened to me once before, but I 
escaped it. Now I can feel myself falling into it again. The Disease Progresses. Work 
becomes The Only Thing That Matters in your world, he continued. Every interest, 
every relationship, every thought, and the use of every minute are subjected to The 
Only Thing That Matters. It becomes so important that it justifies literally any 
aberrant behavior: neglecting your wife and children, adultery, drunkenness, cocaine 
addiction, even using heroin. 


The shining light of TOTTM can rationalise and beautify any of these. None of 
them count, as long as you can continue to serve The Only Thing That Matters. 


You fall into a state where work is literally the only thing in your life. It is the only thing you serve, or want to serve. 
In deepest truth, it is the only thing you care about, although you’d deny that outwardly. And you’re good at it. So 
good in fact, that you realise you can do it better strung out on cocaine than other people can do it stone cold sober. 
When you hear that statement come from yourself, the arrogance of it waves a gigantic red flag that something has 
gone far, far astray, but you are travelling too fast to stop. 


Besides, its The Only Thing That Matters. 


I escaped it once, he added. I was in the catbird seat when I sold my company. I had plenty of time to think, to 
pray, to read Scripture—no problem then—peace and righteousness. Now, travelling all the time, I can feel it again, 
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The Only Thing That Matters taking over. Inwardly I was terrified because I recognized instantly what he was 
describing. I’ve lived through the same thing—different details, different aberrations, but same essence. (And yes, 
I’m telling this as a man, but do not from that viewpoint conclude that women are immune. Not even housewives 
are immune, they just work out TOTTM in a different way as Supermoms. Same game, different field.) 


Cures: Strong & Mild


What’s the cure? my friend asked. In order to break free in the short term, I said, you have to outrage The Only 
Thing That Matters periodically—even if that only means taking off a whole day to go fishing. You have to break 
off contact with that world and to witness, before your own eyes, that everything does not depend on you. To break 
the hold of TOTTM over the long term is another challenge. Cures might range from informing your boss that you 
just quit working overtime to refusing to answer the telephone before nine or after five. 


If TOTTM’s hold has gripped you unto death, you might need to quit altogether and move out into the country. 
The strength of the cure depends on the severity of the disease. 


The Etiology


The Only Thing That Matters disease is spawned by the Bottom Line Mentality, the false notion that the only 
thing that counts is how much profit you end up with (another variant of “the end justifies the means”). This in 
turn springs from the worship of Mammon, the American national religion. Not coincidentally,  it’s also the natural 
religion of modernism with all its materialistic presuppositions. 


The Radical Treatment


Is the only solution giving up everything and moving out of the city? Not necessarily. Besides, moving out into 
the country wont do any good if you just pack up your illness and take it with you. That only changes the location 
of your lunatic asylum. You have to carry with you a resolve to change the way 
you live. To my mind, a change of scenery which also carries a change of lifetyle 
speed and intensity offers indispensable aid to those fleeing TOTTM. Just like a 
recovering alcoholic, you have to stop hanging out with drunks in bars. As much 
as possible, you have to remove yourself from temptation and surround yourself 
with a different community. Once you realize that TOTTM has taken hold, 
the immediacy of the cure assumes paramount importance. Otherwise, you’ll 
never escape it. Your soul, your entire self, is at peril, because day by day it keeps 
whispering in your ear, “Just one more day, just one more commission, just one 
more score, and then I’ll leave.” 


Truth is, the last day will only come the day you die. I, for one, am no longer willing to wait that long.


All rights reserved, 1998-2007 Franklin Sanders & The Moneychanger 







3—The Fire Eater


About the Author


A Southern patriot and Fire Eater, Mr Sanders has been involved with investing in precious metals for nearly 
40 years. Franklin Sanders has been influential in the founding and growth of the Constitution Party, and also 
serves on the national board of directors for the League of the South. For sound (and moral) monetary advice, 
visit The Moneychanger (the-moneychanger.com), where you can subscribe to The Moneychanger 
publication.
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